

Turkey Trot 2010

Trinity Church in Princeton will host the Third Annual Turkey Trot 5K Race on Thanksgiving morning. It is a wonderful event and a great way to prepare for the feast that follows. In the past, proceeds from the event have gone to support The Crisis Ministry of Princeton and Trenton. This year, we are expanding our reach – both in terms of organizations that we support and the number of participants we hope to attract. In addition to The Crisis Ministry, this year’s event will also provide benefit to the Trenton After School Program and The Housing Initiatives of Princeton. As you can see in the summaries below, the work of these organizations is so important to our community. In the first year, we attracted about 250 runners. Last year’s event drew almost 500. We believe that we can draw over 1000 in 2010. The race fee is expected to remain at $25. Our objective is to identify sufficient sponsors so that 100% of every dollar paid by runners will go to the named charities. The expenses for a race of this size include online registration, course certification, insurance, race timing, police overtime, and shirts for the runners. We estimate these costs to run somewhere between $7,500 and $10,000. We are looking for both cash and in-kind support. All of our sponsors will receive recognition at the event. This is a terrific opportunity for businesses to “give back” to the community and for their employees to volunteer or participate as a means of community service. 

The Crisis Ministry of Princeton and Trenton – http://www.thecrisisministry.org

Crisis Ministry strives to achieve stability for neighbors in need through Hunger Prevention where food is provided to more than 1,300 Trenton area households and more than 200 Princeton area households each month; Homelessness Prevention through timely, caring financial assistance for emergencies, including back rent, mortgage, security deposits, and utilities; and Workforce Development by providing an on-the-job setting in which a rotation of up to 40 clients per year develop skills in customer service, product presentation, and teamwork for retail employment readiness. 

Trenton After School Program (TASP) – http://www.trentonafterschoolprogram.org 

Through after school and summer programs, TASP enrich children’s lives and build life skills through educational assistance in a creative and nurturing environment. TASP serves children, grades 1-8, in Trenton's West Ward. TASP is a member of New Jersey School Age Care Coalition (NJSACC) and the National Afterschool Association (NAA) and licensed by New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS). 

Housing Initiatives of Princeton (HIP) –http://www.housinginitiativesofprinceton.org 

Housing Initiatives of Princeton (HIP) provides transitional housing for 12-24 months to low-income working individuals and families in our community who are homeless or facing imminent homelessness. In addition to housing, HIP supports its clients by providing a professional case manager to assist their efforts toward self-sufficiency. Supportive services are tailored to the client’s individual needs and include assistance with budgeting, referral for credit counseling, assessment of job skills and educational needs, assistance with job search activities and locating permanent housing they can afford.
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