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The Celebration and Blessing of Marriage

Getting Married at Trinity Church, Princeton
We are proud of our rich heritage, distinctive theology and beautiful liturgy, and invite you to consider what it will mean to be married in this lovely church.  Trinity is an Episcopal Church and a member of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We encourage you to contact us early during your plans, because there’s a lot for us to consider together.  It is our great delight to prepare couples for Christian Marriage and to bless them as they begin their lives together.
What is Christian Marriage?
The Book of Common Prayer makes clear the Episcopal Church’s understanding of Christian marriage in the following passage:  “Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant between a man and a woman in the presence of God.  In the Episcopal Church it is required that one, at least, of the parties must be a baptized Christian; that the ceremony be attested by at least two witnesses; and that the marriage conform to the laws of the State and the canons of this Church.”  (The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 422)

Who may be married at Trinity Church?

Active members of Trinity Church and their close relatives (usually children or grandchildren) may be married at Trinity.  At the Rector’s discretion, non-members may be married here.  We certainly consider hospitality to be one of the principal Christian practices, and to that end we invite you to come and worship with us and consider whether this community will become your spiritual home.  Membership is marked by regular attendance at worship, participation in the ministry of the church, and financial support of the parish.  Normally, becoming a member requires about six months time.  While we are eager to be as open as possible to all those who wish to be married here, we simply do not have the resources available to properly prepare large numbers of couples to be married here.
Your First Step

Contact Annie Thomas, the Parish Administrator, 609.924.2277 ext. 112 who will contact the rector regarding your request.  Once we have settled on a date and time for your wedding and rehearsal (generally the evening before the wedding), you may move forward with your arrangements.  

Officiating Clergy

One of the clergy on Trinity’s staff will be assigned to officiate at your wedding unless you request a particular Trinity priest or prefer to engage a visiting Episcopal clergy person. A visiting officiant should get in touch directly with The Reverend Paul Jeanes at Trinity and will need the permission of the Bishop of New Jersey to officiate if he/she is not canonically resident or licensed in this diocese.

Pre-marital Counseling

The Episcopal Church requires premarital counseling but leaves to the discretion of each priest the nature of the counseling. Trinity’s clergy generally hold three or four sessions, which most couples find extremely valuable in helping them to learn how to use a third party to sort out relational issues as well as to explore the spiritual dimensions of their marriage. When couples live far from Trinity, it is possible to arrange for premarital counseling with a local priest.  In some cases, the couple and priest may mutually discern that a licensed counselor should be consulted as well.
The Service

All weddings at Trinity conform to the rubrics of The Book of Common Prayer.  Our Prayer Book is the source of much of the marriage language familiar to most English speakers, regardless of their religious tradition. The service on page 423 in the current Prayer Book (authorized in 1979) provides the complete structure and text. There are ample opportunities for friends and family to participate as readers, musicians, and the like. Couples are asked to select one or two Scripture readings. If you decide to include Holy Eucharist, one of your two readings must be from one of the Gospels. You can find suggested passages on page 426 of the Prayer Book or on the “Wedding Planning” page on Trinity’s website (trinityprinceton.org), though you need not choose from this list alone.  Only Scripture passages may be read during the liturgy.
Music at Your Wedding

Trinity has a splendid musical tradition. In addition to two main organs we have an excellent carillon which may be rung immediately following the ceremony. (Note that the bells can be heard only outside of the church). Once you and the officiating priest have discussed the service, contact Tom Whittemore, Director of Music, about service music.  Tom will determine which organist will play your wedding and then he/she will meet with you to help you choose music for the service. The typical service includes a Prelude before the ceremony; a Processional for the wedding party’s entrance; Service Music (music during the ceremony) and the Recessional  for the exit of the wedding party and guests. You should notify the Director of Music if you plan to use a visiting musician. You’ll find suggestions on the “Wedding Planning” page at trinityprinceton.org.  Tom’s phone number is 609-924-2277, ext. 103 and his email is whittemoret@trinityprinceton.org

Flowers and Decorations

While most weddings take place on Saturday afternoons, the church must be prepared on Saturday mornings for our Sunday services. Trinity’s Flower Committee therefore performs a special service for wedding couples by voluntarily coordinating Sunday floral arrangements with wedding plans. There is no fee involved, though contributions to the Trinity Flower Guild are always welcome. Once you set the date, please contact our Flower Committee Co-Chair, Mary Hulme, who can also provide advice if you plan to use an outside florist. Mary’s phone number is 609-924-8429 and her email is RMHulme@aol.com.
Church Availability

The church will be reserved for your wedding for an hour before and 90 minutes after the starting time of the service.  If you need more time for decorating beforehand or for photographs afterward, or if you have other logistical questions, please contact 
Photography and Videography

As eager as you may be to preserve images of your wedding, it is even more important that nothing interferes with the sanctity of the moment. While flash photography is not permitted during the service, photography and videography using available light are allowed as long as they remain unobtrusive. If you are planning to have a printed program, you may want to include a note for your guests about permissible photography and a reminder to turn off cell phones before the ceremony.  Guidelines for professional photographers appear on our website, and they should consult with the officiant before the service.  (Please refer to Instructions for Wedding Photographers included in packet.)
Marriage License

The law in the State of New Jersey provides that:
· If both the bride and groom are New Jersey residents, the license is issued in the town of the bride’s residence;

· If only one member of the couple is a New Jersey resident, the license is issued in his or her town of residence;

· If both the bride and groom are from out of state, the license is issued in Princeton Borough;

· At the time of the application, both parties must appear accompanied by a witness who has known both for at least six months. If either has been divorced, a copy of the divorce decree is required;

· Application for the license must be made at least 72 hours prior to the wedding (by Tuesday morning for a Saturday wedding) and is valid for 30 days.

Despite the First Amendment separation of church and state, under New Jersey state law, clergy are authorized to act on behalf of the state in officiating at marriages. Therefore the signature of a priest on a marriage license carries the full authority of both church and state. Be sure to give your license to the officiating priest no later than your rehearsal. Following the ceremony the priest will send the signed license to the clerk of Princeton Borough, from whom you may obtain an official copy.
Remarrying after Divorce

Divorced persons are permitted to marry at Trinity, with the consent of the Bishop of New Jersey. The officiating clergy take care of obtaining that consent and provide the pastoral care upon which it is based. This process usually takes about 60 days.

The Rehearsal

Wedding rehearsals are normally scheduled for the day before the wedding and take about an hour.  It is extremely important that the principles in the service—those in the wedding party, readers, and any other participants—be at Trinity on time for the rehearsal.   If the rehearsal is delayed for more than 15 minutes, the rehearsal is cancelled.  The wedding will go ahead as scheduled the next day, but you will not have an opportunity to rehearse any part of the ceremony.  Directions to the church are available on our website, www.trinityprinceton.org.  As traffic can be heavy in Princeton, especially on Friday afternoons, we urge you and your participants to allow plenty of time to travel to the church.  

Please be sure to bring the following items to your rehearsal:

· Wedding programs and any favors to be distributed at the church, including bubbles, etc. 

· The marriage license!  Remember, you must apply for your marriage license at least 72 hours prior to the wedding!

Fees

You should receive a letter one month before your wedding from Wedding Assistant confirming the arrangement and fees, which are due two weeks prior to the service.  One check may be made payable to Trinity Church – plus a separate check, made out to the clergy for the clergy honorarium - and sent to Elly Matsil at Trinity.

Members
Others
Church Building 
$     0.00 
$1000.00
Organist
 300.00
350.00
Soloist Rehearsal
50.00
50.00
Carilloneur
 75.00
75.00
Parish Assistant 
225.00
275.00
Pew Candles
50.00
50.00
Clergy Honorarium *              
500.00

*For members of Trinity Church, the Clergy Honorarium is left to their discretion.             

Your Trinity Contacts:
Trinity Church

609-924-2277
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Annie Thomas

Ext. 112 / thomasa@trinityprinceton.org

WEDDING COORDINATOR

Shanna Van Kempen

shanna.vankempen@gmail.com

RECTOR
The Rev. Paul Jeanes III
Ext. 120 / jeanesp@trinityprinceton.org
ASSISTANT RECTOR

The Rev. Sarah Kinney Gaventa

Ext. 122 / gaventas@trinityprinceton.org
MUSIC

Tom Whittemore
Ext. 103 / whittemoret@trinityprinceton.org

FLOWERS

Mary Hulme

609-924-8429 / RMHulme@aol.com
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33 Mercer Street
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

